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The United States is a top foreign arms supplier to the United Arab Emirates (UAE). While the 
security relationship between the two countries has grown ever closer under both Presidents 
Trump and Biden, reports of the UAE’s supply of arms to the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) 
carrying out mass atrocities in the Sudanese war has led to calls to re-examine US security 
assistance to the UAE. This report details the volume and types of US military weapons trade 
with the UAE in recent years. 
 
Volume of Recent US Arms Shipments to the UAE 
 
Since the beginning of the first Trump Administration, the United States has exported nearly nine 
billion dollars in weapons to the UAE. 
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However, these completed exports do not tell the complete story of the scope of US arms sales to 
the UAE, as billions more have been notified to Congress or authorized by the State Department 
for sale in the same time period, much of which is likely to be exported in coming years. 
 

 
 
Types of Arms and other Military Equipment Exported 
 
The United States provides a vast array of military supplies to the UAE, including advanced 
arms systems  and an increasing number of unmanned aerial vehicles, or drones. 
 

 
 
Policy Considerations 
 
While there is no indication that the arms the UAE has reportedly supplied to the RSF are 
sourced from the United States, American lawmakers and civil society groups are concerned that 
continuing the export of weapons to the Emirates as it is accused of fueling what the US 
government has deemed a genocide undermines both U.S. interests and international 
humanitarian law. Legislation introduced earlier in the year in both chambers of Congress to 
block arms sales to the UAE is rightly getting renewed attention. Absent the success of ceasefire 
efforts now underway, future weapons sales to the UAE that are large enough to require a 
congressional notification under existing law are likely to–and should–meet resistance in the 
form of new Joint Resolutions of Disapproval attempting to block those sales. 
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