
 
 
Military Spending Monitor – October 20, 2025: 

US Military Spending on Israel in the Past Two Years 
 
From October 2023 through September 2025, the US spent at least $38 billion arming Israel’s 
assault on Gaza and engaging in military hostilities elsewhere in the Middle East on its behalf. 
On average, that works out to over $52 million a day and $2 million an hour in cost to American 
taxpayers – more than five times what the United States spent on the National Park Service, 18 
times what it spent on Meals on Wheels and 33 times what it spent on veterans suicide 
prevention during the same period. Israel has a per capita Gross Domestic Product higher than 
each of Finland, France, Japan, New Zealand and the UK. 
 

 
 
Arming Israel: $18 billion 
 
US law requires that military assistance be conditioned on compliance with relevant human 
rights standards, but no such conditions were properly applied to US arms transfers to Israel 
over the last two years. Consequently, there are many examples of Israel using US weapons in 
war crimes, systematically attacking humanitarian workers at known aid locations, and 
deliberately obstructing humanitarian aid to Gaza. 
 
 
 
 

 

https://internationalpolicy.org/publications/biden-cements-his-legacy-as-the-great-enabler-of-slaughter-and-starvation-in-gaza/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/us-weapons-gaza/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/israel-hamas-war-gaza/
https://responsiblestatecraft.org/gaza-aid/
https://www.securityincontext.org/posts/israels-us-backed-starvation-policy-in-gaza


 

In 2025, Israel received more than $3.9 billion in US military aid, including: 
 

●​ $3.3 billion – State Department, grants for arms purchases 
●​ $500 million – Pentagon, missile systems 
●​ $55 million – Pentagon, counter-drone 
●​ $47.5 million – Pentagon, anti-tunneling 
●​ Up to $20 million – Pentagon, “emerging technologies” 

 
Waging war on Israel’s behalf: $20.2 billion 
 
The scale and often indiscriminate nature of Israel’s assault on Gaza sparked armed backlash 
across the Middle East. Rather than seek to end regional violence by conditioning the military 
aid enabling Israel’s atrocities, the US engaged in hostilities across the region, including against 
the Houthis in Yemen and, ultimately, Iran. The financial costs quickly spiraled. 
 
The 2024 Israel supplemental spending bill (Div. A, P.L. 118–50), appropriated $2.44 billion for 
combat expenditures in the Middle East (Sec. 101) and another $4.4 billion “to respond to the 
situation in Israel.” The Pentagon had withdrawn all of the former by the end of June 2024 and 
$1.2 billion of the latter by the end of September 2024 to pay for its regional military operations. 
The 2025 full-year continuing resolution (P.L. 119–4), added $8 billion “only for U.S. military 
operations, force protection, and deterrence” (Sec. 1421). 
 
All told, Congress approved a $14.84 billion war budget for operations related to Israel for 2024 
and 2025, and it still wasn’t enough. Cross-referencing media reports with Pentagon 
reprogramming documents — which indicate how this money was spent — reveals billions more 
in unfunded costs. For example, nowhere in the relevant legislation or financial records will you 
find funding to replace any of the following $924 million in matériel losses: 
 

●​ 31 Patriot interceptors expended (1 in April 2024, 30 in June 2025) 
●​ 21 MQ-9 drones shot down (since October 2023) 
●​ 3 F/A-18 aircraft in the Red Sea (1 in December 2024, 1 in April 2025, 1 in May 2025) 

 
In other instances, the Pentagon financial documents show it funding replacement matériel, but 
the amount being grossly insufficient. For example, during the 12-day war between Israel and 
Iran (June 13–24, 2025), the US fired 150 THAAD and over 80 SM-3 interceptors at Iranian 
missiles headed for Israel. While the Pentagon put $703 million toward replacing expended 
THAAD interceptors and $713 million toward replacing expended SM-3, that’s only enough to 
replace 34 THAADs and 31 SM-3s — a shortfall of 116 and 59 interceptors, respectively. Here’s 
what these unfunded costs amount to: 
 

●​ THAAD shortfall (116) ✕ THAAD unit cost ($20,582,917) = $2,384,804,500 
●​ SM-3 shortfall (59) ✕ SM-3 unit cost ($33,864,167) = $1,996,633,333 

 
The difficulty of identifying the unfunded costs means the $38 billion in US military spending on 
Israel since October 2023 is likely a conservative estimate. 

https://www.congress.gov/118/plaws/publ50/PLAW-118publ50.pdf#page=2
https://comptroller.war.gov/Portals/45/Documents/execution/reprogramming/fy2024/ir1415s/24-37_IR_USCENTCOM_Supplemental_Transfers_signed_20240624.pdf
https://comptroller.war.gov/Portals/45/Documents/OM_Reports/FY2024/FY_2024_4st_quarter_execution.pdf#page=20
https://www.congress.gov/119/plaws/publ4/PLAW-119publ4.pdf
https://comptroller.war.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/FY2026/FY2026_p1.pdf#page=17
https://theintercept.com/2024/04/15/iran-attack-israel-drones-missiles/
https://www.thecipherbrief.com/the-u-s-needs-more-patriot-missiles
https://comptroller.war.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/FY2024/FY2024_p1.pdf#page=108
https://x.com/MenchOsint/status/1913589272529031671
https://comptroller.war.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/FY2025/FY2025_p1.pdf#page=60
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/navy-shoots-fa18-red-sea/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/04/28/politics/us-navy-jet-overboard
https://www.cnn.com/2025/05/06/politics/second-us-navy-jet-is-lost-at-sea
https://taskandpurpose.com/news/us-army-thaad-depletion/
https://comptroller.war.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/FY2026/FY2026_p1.pdf#page=165
https://comptroller.war.gov/Portals/45/Documents/defbudget/FY2026/FY2026_p1.pdf#page=166

