
Country Profile: Ukraine
PROGRAM: Department of Defense Ukraine Security Assistance 
Initiative (USAI)
 
JUSTIFICATION: To enhance Ukraine's capabilities to defend 
against Russian aggression, assist Ukraine in developing the 
combat capability to defend its sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and support Ukraine's efforts to defend against 
actions by Russia and Russian-backed separatists that violate 
ceasefire agreements.

$53,300,000
Lethal Equipment and Counter-Artillery Radars

$5,000,000
Air Force

$13,000,000
Land Forces and Special Operations Forces

$29,000,000
Navy and Naval Infantry

$24,700,000
Ministry of Defense - Other

$125,000,000
Total 
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Value in Millions of Dollars

Snapshot of the Defense Assistance Provided to Ukraine 
in FY19

(weapon details on page 2)
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.50 
Sniper 
Rifle

PSRL-1 Grenade Launchers

M1151 
High Mobility Multipurpose 
Wheeled Vehicles

.50 BMG 
Match, Armor 
Piercing, and 
Armor 
Piercing 
Incendiary 
Cartridges 

 
Sources: 1. Department Notification to Support Programs in Ukraine as Authorized in Section 1246 of the NDAA for FY 2019. Report # received from the U.S. 
Congress (Washington: March, 2019) 2. https://dod.defense.gov/News/News-Releases/News-Release-View/Article/1879340/dod-announces-250m-to-ukraine/ 3. 
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2018/03/01/ukraine-officially-cleared-to-buy-javelin-weapons/ 4. Image Source: (11/8/2018) 
https://www economist com/europe/2018/10/11/an-end-to-the-war-in-eastern-ukraine-looks-as-far-away-as-ever
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Since Russia's annexation of Crimea in 2014, the 
U.S. has spent $1.5 billion to support Ukraine in its 
effort to defend against Russian aggression. The 
$125 million in aid listed above is only half of the 
DoD's intended $250 million in security aid for 
FY19. This package includes lethal weapons, which 
the U.S. did not begin supplying until 2018. In its 
justi�cation, the DoD states weapons are intended 
for the "military and national security forces of 
Ukraine, and for replacement of any weapons or 
articles provided to the Government of Ukraine 
from the inventory of the United States." In addition 
to security aid, the U.S. emphasizes its support of 
democratic reforms in the country, meant to 
improve democratic civilian control of the military. 

In Focus U.S. Security Assistance to Ukraine

A Quick Look at Some of the Weapons & Materiel $125M Bought Ukraine
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