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Afghanistan Security Aid Budget 
and the  Prospects for Peace
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On February 29, 2020, the U.S. government and 
Afghan Taliban entered into an agreement to 
wind down America's longest war. The historic 
accord sets a timetable for the withdrawal of 
U.S. troops from the country and presages 
inter-Afghan talks meant to bring about a 
lasting peace. 
 
 

Huge hurdles remain, most especially 
prospective negotiations between the Taliban 
and the government in Kabul, which has 
struggled to maintain security in the country. 
After many billions in military aid, Afghan 
security forces have suffered steady losses to 
insurgent forces, undermining their negotiating 
position amidst U.S. withdrawal efforts. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Though the U.S. war in Afghanistan is nearly two decades old, in recent years the  U.S. 
strategy has been focused on building the capacity of the Afghan Security and Defense 
Forces (ASDF) to take over security responsibilities in the country and to lead the fight 
against the Taliban. To that end, the U.S. has contributed billions in military assistance 
to the government in Kabul, making Afghanistan by far the largest recipient of U.S. 
security aid since 2001. 
 
Nevertheless, Afghan Security Forces have struggled, steadily losing ground to 
insurgent forces and institutionally marred by high casualty and desertion rates.  
Though the U.S. government has ceased disclosing data on territorial control of the 
country, the Long Wars Journal estimates that 67% of Afghanistan's districts are either 
Taliban controlled or contested. 
 
Since 2001, Afghanistan has received over $95B in U.S. security assistance mostly 
through the Afghanistan Security Forces Fund (ASFF).  As the U.S. looks to extract itself 
from the conflict and supplant its military presence with local forces, the size of 
Afghanistan's military aid package will be a key question for U.S. policymakers going 
forward and will almost certainly factor into any peace agreements to end the conflict. 
 
 
 
 

National Army $1.2B

National Police $602M

Air Force $836M

Special Security Forces $1.3B

Breakdown of FY2021 Request for ASFF
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Washington Post

http://securityassistance.org/
https://media.defense.gov/2019/Jul/12/2002156816/-1/-1/1/ENHANCING-SECURITY-AND-STABILITY-IN-AFGHANISTAN.PDF
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/21/world/asia/afghanistan-security-casualties-taliban.html
https://www.csis.org/analysis/state-fighting-afghan-war-mid-2019
https://www.longwarjournal.org/
https://www.longwarjournal.org/mapping-taliban-control-in-afghanistan
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Elections and new Afghan 
President

2001

2004

2003 End of major U.S. combat 
operations

2005 US and Afghanistan sign strategic 
partners agreement

2006 Violence surges, as Afghan gov.  
falters in security and services 

2009

2011

Obama boosts U.S. troop levels, 
pursues new COIN strategy 

Afghanistan takes over security 
responsibility from  coalition

2013

US announces troop withdrawal,  
Ghani wins Presidency

Security worsens, Operation 
"Resolute Support" trains Afghans

2015

2014

Trump announces Afghan strategy, 
troop surge

2017

Taliban offensives surge2016

Taliban launches major offensives, 
retakes territory

2018

U.S.-Taliban peace talks make 
headway

2019

Bin Laden Killed, Obama 
announces troop drawdown, aid 
peaks
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1.) "The U.S. War in Afghanistan", CFR: https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan 2.) "Timeline: US military presence in Afghanistan, Al Jazeera  https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/09/timeline-military-presence-afghanistan-190908070831251.html 3.)

Long War Journal https://www.longwarjournal.org/
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Aid package spikes

Top 5 Global U.S. 
Security Aid Recipients 

Since FY2001

$6,436 $21,217$5,267 $107,309

FY2021 Aid Request per soldier in each military 
group

https://www.cfr.org/timeline/us-war-afghanistan
https://www.longwarjournal.org/

