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Oversight for Government Arms Sales

Arms Export Control Act,
emergency exists

infographic here

Start here
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U.S. and purchasing
government define
partner's defense needs
and required defense
articles or services.

President declares an

emergency that necessitates
the immediate issuance of a

Letter of Offer to recipient
country.

DSCA is authorized to enter
into a sales agreement after

approval of all other
government agencies,
including the State
Department.

Sale authorized to
proceed.

Purchasing country issues
letter of request.

If Congress does not take
action within 30 calendar
days, the sale is allowed
to proceed.

examples here.

The DSCA leads on evaluating the
request and formulating a Letter of
Offer and Acceptance.

State and DoD provide prior
consultations or informal
notifications to Congress. This allows
Congress to address concerns
regarding the proposed sale before i
is formally notified and made public

By law, Congress receives formal

notification and has 30 days to

review, modify,and/or block the
transaction.

Congress can block a sale by passage
of a joint resolution of disapproval,
forcing the President to either
acquiesce or veto.

For questions and/or comments please contact Elias Sources: With Great Power: Modifying US Arms Sales to Reduce Civilian
’
Harm; Arms Sales: Congressional Review Process; Foreign Military Sales and

Direct Commercial Sales; Foreign Military Sales Process

Yousif at eyousif@internationalpolicy.org
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