I S S u e B r i e f @fETREﬁAEI'?gNAL POLICY A

incing a peaceful, just, and sustainable worlc

Arms Sales and Security Aid to the
Philippines in the Age of Duterte

What's At Issue

On April 30th, 2020, the U.S.
announced a new foreign military
sales to the Philippines worth a
total between $450M and $1.5B
despite enduring abuses by
President Duterte's government's
security forces that have included
scores of extrajudicial killings.

The sales of either 6 AH-64E
Apache or 6 AH-1Z attack
helicopters also come as the
Duterte government expands its
use of repressive policies under
the cover of it's COVID-19
response, and concerns spike over
the country's worsening human
rights record.

Defense Articles and Services Authorized

Arms Sales in Context

Since assuming the presidency in 2016, Rodrigo Duterte has presided over a devastating reign of
violence across the Philippines. His "war on drugs" has incited a wave of killings, including 27,000
deaths that the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights says are attributable to Philippine
security forces.

In addition, the Duterte government's counterinsurgency operations have also raised concerns
that would be especially germane to the most recent transfers. Widespread looting, civilian
casualties, and the destruction of entire neighborhoods associated with his retaking of the city of
Marawi from insurgents in 2017 suggests a dangerous disregard for non-combatants who could
be put at greater risk through the provision of attack helicopters.

Despite the mounting levels of abuse and deteriorating relations between Manila and
Washington, the Trump administration has continued to allow the sale of arms to Duterte's
government, including weapons that could directly contribute to extrajudicial killings. In 2019

alone, the U.S. authorized the export of $56M in firearms, guns, and ammunition?! to the country,
and in 2017, the U.S. authorized a staggering $1.4B in defense articles and service exports. More
importantly, the sale of these most recent attack helicopters sends an unfortunate message of
tacit approval from the U.S. government, suggesting the Trump administration is keen to look the
other way as President Duterte continues his tenure of violence and abuse.
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Issue Brief Arms Sales & Security Aid to the Philippines

Security Aid for the Philippines Since A First for FMS, But Not the First Arms Sold

FY2016 By Program Although the April 2020 sale of attack helicopters to the
Philippines is the first government-to-government sale
President Trump has proposed to the Philippines via the
foreign military sales (FMS) program, it is not the first
arms sale his administration has approved to the country.

According to U.S. government records, since 2017, over
$1.6B in military equipment and services have been
authorized for export to the Philippines, including
firearms guns and ammo, products that could be
especially harmful to already high levels of police violence
in the country.

In addition, Manila has received substantial levels of U.S.
$S10M  $20M S$30M $40M S50M security aid, including $130M in foreign military financing,
a grant aid program which provides countries with money
to purchase U.S. defense articles and services, and $105M
in train and equip funding since FY2016.
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Train & Equip All Other Programs

Operation Pacific Eagle Philippines

After ISIS affiliates seized the Filippino city of
Marawi in 2017, the U.S. launched Operation
Pacific Eagle, an overseas contingency
operation conducted by USINDOPACOM to aid
the Philippine government in fighting extremist

groups. Though not nominally an aid program, @ CoastGuard Philippine Government
it has still been used to funnel training,
operational support, and weapons to the Drug Enforcement Agency

Filippino security forces.
National Police-Maritime Group

Joint Special Operations Group

1. Firearms, guns and ammo are a grouping consisting of USML categories |, II, and Il




